The Foreign Office in War Time
Austria deserts Prussia in Poland, Prussia will retaliate by making common cause with France against her, and promptly invade Bavaria. Should Prussia decline her part in the Polish plot, an Austrian and French army will march on Berlin. The international intrigues, counter-intrigues, military and political conspiracies of the war of the Austrian Succession were in fact beginning to repeat themselves. Austrian and Prussian generals, not less than Austrian and Prussian statesmen, kept a sharp lookout, not for the professed enemy, but for the best market in which to sell themselves, their Governments and their allies. Non olet ; if Pitt delayed his remittances, were not the resources of France inexhaustible, and was not French money quite as good as English ? Such, literally, was the tenor of the scandalous chronicle that forms the diplomatic history of the first year of the struggle. In the course of 1794, the victories of Hoche and Pichegru had laid Prussia at the feet of France ; the Duke of Brunswick's retreat completed for the time her withdrawal from the contest. Austria's retirement was soon to follow. Meanwhile, both England's nominal allies occupied themselves alternately with devouring Poland in fragments or thrusting their hands deeper into the British purse. Pitt's appeals to Austrian faith and honour were heard with a smile of contempt in the chancery and salons of Vienna. The financial condition of Austria had become almost desperate. Pitt's subsidies alone saved the Bank of Vienna from breaking. Even so, in an interview held in 1799 with Minto, as Sir Morton Eden's successor at the British Embassy, Thugut feared that Napoleon's advance on the Austrian capital could not
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